aleta bartel-orten

Leading textile designer Aleta Bartel-Orten
speaks to be INSPIRED about what to

consider when colouring and furnishing the
interior of your premises

leta Bartel-Orton studied fine art and textile desan at the
Mova Scotia University of Art and Design, graduating wath
an Honours BRA, Degree specilisng in pant and surface
clesian. She moved from her nathve Canada to England in 1999 to work
alongsede designers in both the fashion and ntenors industries
Passionate about ntencrs, Aleta recognised a need for unique and
specialsed texdiles wathin this industry, and n 2003 established Aleta Lid to
launch her own designs. In addition to her ‘in-house’ range, she exclusively
distnbutes for other textile designers, including a hand-embroidered
collecton and the renownied block-pont range by Bngitte Sirgh. Aleta has
also developed bwo paint collections in collabboration with Francesca's Paints
Lid, swinch co-ordinate with her fabncs and wallpapers.
Aleta pndes hersell in her sensitility to colour, a talent honed whilst
wworkang with chve plants in Canacla. "There are no unbreakable nubes aoout
specihc colours wathen an intencr, as so much s cdetermanec by the light,
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space and accessones usad within a graen anea of room. Therne ane, however,
broader trends of colour that should not be altogether ignored, Colour
trends have greater longewty In the world of intencors than that of fashion, but,
nonetheless, still take their cues from what we see on the cabwalk, Whether
we Delieve oursehes o be trend followers or not, the colours wae wear and
see on others around s have a profound psychological effect, and
dlesigners within the: intenors indusiry are not Immune

"This vear, the fashion world has seen a definite shift towards soft blush
rietrals, and bold graphic prnts. Blues and purples, in particular, have made
a recent reappeasrance, from soft lacs to clear turquoise tones and, sure
encough, intenions will follow suilt. Soft, pale, warm tones will retain the calm
and serene ernaronments minmabksm brousht us, but combined waith Zirgy
accent codours and Doldhy- pattemied focal points provide inspiration o
clherwise Dland spaces,” she olbserses.

Aleta s quick to siress that she believes our love alfair with the clean and
neutral mimnimaism ofF the past decade & starting o wear and we ang
Beginning o ook o something more than the smooth textures and plain
wovers that we have used to il our spaces.

ahe explans: “We hawe already seen pattemn re-enter intenors in a big
wiay wath the new populanty of lame-pattermed wallpapers and floor
covenings. 'With this comes bolder and more Creative use of colowur, | believe
the nexdt few years will see a resurgence of pattern, with particular emphass
on ethnic-inspired florals and passkeys that have undergone modem
makeovers.” She adds: “In previous decades, there was a tendency to use
pattem heavily throughout a scheme — think of the popular chintzes of the
1980s. The key now is 1o create a focal point with pattem by using it in
moderation, combined with textured wovers ang plain solicls o create
balance throughout, and to highlight specific colowrs within a patterned
surface. Watch out for large-scale fiorals and retro-style graphics.”

Complying with fire and safety regulations is of paramount
importance and the next requirement for a icensed hospatality business
i choosing fabnc that has been treated for stain resistance. She advises
“When choosing upholstery, always ask for rub-test results to assess
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durability, and try to avoid large weaves or amdthing wath either a
textured, embwoicered or stitched surface that might be prone to pulling
of fraving. Restrict more expensive decomtive touches to areas that won't
be handled reqularly by customers; for example, wandow treatments
Consider light-fastness results for fatoncs that will be affected by daylight
or strong flucrescents, and wash-fastness for fabncs that will need to be
cleaned reqularty; such as table linens and throw cushions.”

Choxosing fatrc that is reliatale in terms of wear is impotant (o any new
busmess or makeover project. Aleta achises: "Heswwweight synthetic will
be the most durable fatoric, but although it will be wear resistant, it may not
give an aesthetically-pleasing look or comfortable feel in a space intended
for relaxing. Linens and hemps are nature’s strongest fores, followed by
cotton. These are often mxed wath synthetics to retain strength wathout
compromising on the look and feel of a higher quality fabrc. Cost is also a
corsideration in blends — usually, the higher percentage of synthetic, the
less expensive the fabng.”

As far as handing be INSPARED readers the golden rule when
designing their new intenor, Aleta says: “If in doulot, remember the old
aclage ‘less is mare’ will abways apply. Sophisticated simplicity and good
quality matenals wall last longer than trend-inspired schemes, 5o be
practical with choices of pattem and colour.”




